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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The reply filed. 4 August 2005 has been received and entered. Claims 1-22 are pending. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant's amendments to claims 10-17 appropriately address the rejection of these 
claims under 35 U.S.C. §101. Accordingly, this rejection is withdrawn in view of Applicants 
amendments. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-22 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Applicant's 
arguments filed 4 August 2005 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 

It is noted that Applicant has properly distinguished "instruction count" in the claims as 
explicitly determining the ordered sequence of relaxation instructions (claims 1, 10, 18, and 22). 
Indeed, this interpretation is consistent with Applicant's intent (see Applicant's remarks, section 
II. A.). Although the added limitations were placed in the preambles of the cited claims, they 
provide sufficient distinction in these instances. A preamble is generally not accorded any 
patentable weight where it merely recites the purpose of a process or the intended use of a 
structure, and where the body of the claim does not depend on the preamble for completeness 
but, instead, the process steps or structural limitations are able to stand alone. See In re Hirao, 
535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 
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481 (CCPA 1951). In the instant claims, however, the bodies of the claims depend on the 
preamble for completeness, and reading the claims in the absence of the preamble elements 
would result in lack of antecedent bases for multiple elements. 

Claim 19, reciting a linking method, is believed to sufficiently limited to a linker 
environment, implying that the jump relaxation instruction is executed by the linker, rather than 
being a part of the resulting executable output from the linker. This interpretation is consistent 
with Applicant's intent (see Applicant's remarks, section ILB.). 

The prior art of record fails to expressly teach or fairly suggest the above-described 
features in the context of the remaining linking environment features described in claims 1,10, 
18, 19, and 22. Claims 2-9, 1 1-17, 20, and 21 are likewise considered allowable for at least these 
reasons. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Eric B. Kiss whose telephone number is (571) 272-3699. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Tue. - Fri., 7:00 am - 4:30 pm. The Examiner can also be 
reached on alternate Mondays. 
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If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Dam, can be reached on (571) 272-3695. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature should be directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist: 
571-272-2100. 
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